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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of
Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).

Catalog number:

470

Name(s) of African providing account:

Antonio Quesada

Date account recorded:

1866

Date account first published:

1996

Date of entry creation or last update:

20 September 2021

Source:
English translation of statement printed on p. 143-144 in VOICES OF THE
ENSLAVED IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY CUBA: A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY, edited
by Gloria García Rodríguez. Translated by Nancy L. Westrate. Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2011. Copyright © 2011 by the University of North Carolina Press. Used by
permission of the publisher. www.uncpress.org.

Comments:

None

Text of Account:
English translation –
p. 143:
“Havana, November 21, 1866
Antonio Quesada, Congolese, approximately sixty-seven years old, slave belonging to Don
Carlos Madrazo, in his service for more than ten years, states:
The aforementioned gentleman purchased him coartado for three hundred pesos, and ever
since that time he [Antonio] has scrupulously handed over his wages. On June 6, 1864, he had
the misfortune to fall ill from a serious case of dropsy and a problem with his vision. He notified
his master, who attended to him during his illness for over four months in 1864. But, once his
owner saw that his slave’s illness would be protracted, he told him that he could no longer pay
the doctor nor the apothecary for lack of funds. Then Antonio told his master to send him to the
hospital. The master refused this as well, telling him that he could not afford the cost of one
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peso per day and that he would have to get along as best he could. Then Antonio contacted his
relatives, other Congolese like himself, asking them to take up a collection of alms for him,
which they did. Antonio sent for
p. 144:
Doctor Granados, who treated him until his dropsy was cured, although his vision still was not
completely restored and remained blurred. It is for this reason that he is disabled. Excellency, his
master has not contributed even one cent toward his care for two years and five months.
Therefore, even though he still does not find himself in good health, he wants to sell himself off
as a field hand, although he never has done work of this type and understands nothing about farm
work.
Also, he informs Your Excellency that the capataz of his nation is willing to contribute
one hundred pesos toward his freedom, and to continue assisting him during his convalescence,
to see if, with God’s favor, he finally finds himself in good health . . .”
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